
Wednesday 22nd May was marked as a very special day in the Habitat for Humanity Sri Lankan calendar as the Indian-funded IDP 
housing project was launched on the ground in the Eastern Province.  Arriving by helicopter specifically for the event, the launch 
was facilitated jointly by Basil Rajapaksa, Minister of Economic Development and Ashok K. Kantha, High Commissioner of India in 
collaboration with Habitat for Humanity Sri Lanka. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The project 
Funded the Indian Government this launch initiates the second phase to complete construction of a total of 43,000 homes under 
the owner-driven model in the North and Eastern Provinces which is facilitated by Habitat for Humanity Sri Lanka, and three other 
implementing agencies.  HFH Sri Lanka will be assisting families to construct over 4,000 homes. 
 
Decent shelter at last 
The inaugural events were organized at 3 different locations (villages) in Batticaloa district, namely; Managalama village, Periyapul-
limalle village and Urugamam village; where there is no doubt that these three villages felt empowered and elevated by the pro-
gram which will finally give them decent shelter and a place to call home. 
 
Other than the Hon. Minister and the Indian High Commissioner, the inauguration was also graced with attendance by other digni-
taries: Basheer Segudawood, Minister of Productivity Promotion, M.L.A.M. Hizbullah, Deputy Minister of Economic Development, 
V. Muralitharan, Deputy Minister of Resettlement, Rear Admiral (Retd.) Mohan Wijewickrama, Governor of Eastern Province, Na-
jeeb Abdul Majeed, Chief Minister of Eastern Province and Sivanesathurai Chandrakanthan, former Chief Minister of Eastern Prov-
ince. 
  
Managalama Village inauguration: 
In Managalama, the delegation was met and escorted by a children’s band complete with their tiny musical instruments and clad  in 
bright costumes.  With celebration music, they marched the delegation through to the main address area where the flags of India 
and Sri Lanka were raised and the respective national anthems were played.  Following these events, the Hon. Minister unveiled 
the plaque marking the event and lit the traditional oil lamp as is custom in Sri Lankan ceremonies.  Other dignitaries were also 
called upon to light the lamp as a symbol of blessings for new beginnings.  
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Hon Minister Basil Rajapaksa thanks the commissioner 
In his remarks on the occasion, the Hon. Minister Basil Rajapaksa thanked the High Commissioner Mr. Ashok Kantha who came all 
the way to the East to participate in the launch of this project on his last day of appointment as the Indian High Commissioner to Sri 
Lanka.  Hon. Minister also noted the significant contribution of High Commissioner Kantha in initiating and implementing wide rang-
ing projects of Indian assistance in the Northern and Eastern Provinces after the end of the war and, in particular, his steadfast 
commitment to ensuring the launch of the Housing Project.  He also informed all present that Habitat Sri Lanka would be the facili-
tator and direct implementer of the program in the Eastern Province. 

Minister Rajapaksa also pointed out that among donor-funded humanitarian assistance projects in Sri Lanka, the Indian Housing 
Project was unmatched and unprecedented in its scale, reach and impact. 

Indian High Commission Mr. Asok Kantha is delighted 
The High Commissioner Kantha reiterated the importance attached by India to support initiatives for early resettlement of displaced 
persons in Northern and Eastern Provinces and providing opportunities to enhance their livelihoods.  He also thanked Habitat Sri 
Lanka for preparing this launch event at a very short notice and also expressed his hope that with support from all parties, Habitat 
Sri Lanka would finish their task in the Eastern province within a year if possible.  He assured that the target of completion of all the 
50,000 houses to be constructed under the Project would be achieved within three years – to be completed in October 2015.     

The High Commissioner also stated that he was extremely pleased to inaugurate the Indian Housing Project in the East on the last 
day of his post as the Indian High Commissioner to Sri Lanka.  He said, “I was very keen to see this project set off before I  left and I 
am so happy that my wish is fulfilled today.  This project is a gift from the people of India with their best wishes. The Indian govern-
ment wishes to complete 4000 houses in the Eastern Province and the NGO “Habitat for Humanity will assist in completing this.” 

After the speeches, certificates were handed out to some selected beneficiaries. 

Periyapullimalle Village inauguration: 
In the second village – Periyapullimalle, the delegation was greeted with drums and garlands and they were asked to participate in 
a symbolic ‘laying of the foundation’ ceremony to mark the beginning of construction.  This was followed by the traditional H indu 
Ceremony of placing a “pottu” on the forehead of the dignitaries and sprinkling with holy water to evoke blessings on the guests.  
Speeches followed soon after and certificates were handed out. 



Urugamam village inauguration: 
At Urugamam village - primarily occupied by Muslim families, the people greeted the delegation ceremoniously with garlands and 
invited the dignitaries to lay the foundation of a house to signify the launch.  Just as in the previous two events, speeches  were 
made and certificates were handed out. 

The National Director of Habitat Sri Lanka - Mr. Tony Senewiratne and the ever so dedicated Habitat staff from the HRC East office 
in Batticaloa participated in these events and provided logistical support as well as refreshments for the beneficiaries. 

Above Left: Mr. Tony Senewiratne at the inaugural ceremony Above: Mr. Justus Gregory - Habitat HRC East Coordinator 

The Indian Housing Project is being carried out in close consultation with and cooperation of the Government of Sri Lanka. A 
Memorandum of Understanding was signed on 17 January 2012 between the two governments covering various aspects of project 
implementation. 

More pictures of the event click here:
 

https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.10151700550410522.1073741828.142231435521&type=1



